	London Visual Impairment Forum

Minutes and Action points from Planning Group Meeting

Friday 28th October 2011

Acting Chair: Sue O’Hara (SOH) (BlindAid) not present

Vice Chair: Jackie Venus (JV)(VISOR).

Present: 

Jackie Venus (JV)(VISOR); Colin Brown(CB) (BIG); Sharon Schaffer (SS)(LVIF) Fran Hibbert(FH) (Merton Vision); Ollie Natelson (ON) (Barnet Borough Sight Impaired). Peter Corbett (PC) (Thomas PocklingtonTtrust)
Apologies: 

Sue Sharp (SuS0 (RLSB); Sue O’Hara (SOH) (BlindAid); Mike Woolston (MW) (Guide Dogs)

Welcome

A request was made that all absentees submit written reports on their area of contribution prior to the meeting. 

Minutes from previous meeting:

The action points from PG meeting on 29th July 2011 were approved. 

Matters arising:

SS to request follow up info from Steven Golden re accessing information about ORN on TfL website. 

SuS to advise on whether Tranche 4 of the ORN document has been published for consultation, and whether she and RH (in the light of Nick Russell's departure) will be preparing an LVIF response. 

Updates:

Visionary: due to JH's departure there was no update.

SS to contact Angela Tinker to confirm her attendance at a future LVIF meeting. 

Campaigns: No campaign update due to RH's absence. 

Personalisation: JV pointed out concerns that PIP assessments were being done alphabetically leaving people at top of alphabet in danger of losing benefits first. Called for benefits cuts to be implemented only after all PIP assessments have been completed..... and for PIP  and SDS to be clearly outlined and differentiated. 

Taxicard: No update made
Registration: SS announced that the focus of the next PG meeting on 25th November will be on Promoting Registration. Catey Bunce , Moorfields, will be speaking. Awaiting confirmation from Carl Freeman, Guide Dogs. Ashrafia Choudhury, BlindAid Early Support Service, has been invited to this meeting. Please advise SS if you would like to invite anyone.

2011 Registration figures from the Health and Social Care Information System will be distributed with the agenda in preparation for this next meeting. 

Development Worker's Report:

Report attached with minutes. 

Matters arising from the report:

SS to re-email Olav and Aylee re: LD training session initiative. 

Election of Chair and Vice Chair:

Elections were postponed to the EGM on 11th Nov. 

Peter Corbett, CEO Thomas Pocklington Trust was co-opted onto the Planning Group

Membership proposal: Stan Lopes (LB Camden) was put forward as a representative from the statutory sector. He was voted onto the Planning Group 

SS to invite Stan to the EGM. 

Agenda for EGM on 11th Nov 2011:

The agenda was amended and agreed and will be circulated together with LVIF Terms of Reference and Business Plan. 

A. O. B

Fast passes at theme parks: call for action from Devika Lambert, NBCS.

SS to contact DV and ask for outline as to why fast passes are required by VI children and families. 

SS to contact Merlin/ Chessington and request outline of current fast pass policy. 

GLFB/LVIF funding proposal. 

The funding proposal drawn up by GLFB and VISOR for a Social Club Project Worker was outlined. A call for this post to include the compiling of a database of social groups and activities across London was made. 

Finish

Next meeting:

EGM 11th Nov 2011 at Guide Dogs, Walkden House, 10 Melton St, London NW1 2EJ

Planning Group meeting: 25th Nov at RNIB, Judd St. 
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